NEWS RELEASE
Sept. 12, 2022
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MOREHEAD, Ky.---

Morehead State SOARs in the rankings, enters ‘Top 15’ in U.S. News & World
Report
Morehead State University has ranked among the top public regional universities in the
South for 19 consecutive years. This year, MSU earned its highest ranking to date,
moving up to the “Top 15” as the #15 ranked public school in the South.
MSU’s overall ranking at #15 of the top regional public universities in the South by U.S.
News & World Report is a direct result of continued dedication to academic excellence
and student success.
In the University Regional South Category, U.S. News & World Report also recognized
MSU as one of the Best Colleges for Veterans (#18), Best Value Schools (#36) and Top
Performers on Social Mobility (#79).
“Our entire University has worked hard to enhance and showcase our academic
excellence and quality, and this new ranking as a Top 15 is a quantifier of our quest to
be a great university in the South,” said MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan.
The rankings emphasize acceptance rates, graduation rates, admissions selectivity,
faculty rankings, alumni giving rates, and small class sizes. Class size and personal
attention have always been strengths of MSU, with a 15:1 student-faculty ratio and an
average class size of 16 allowing for more significant one-on-one time with the
University's experienced and dedicated faculty and staff. MSU provides various services
and resources to guide and support students through their college experience.
The rankings include public institutions that grant bachelor's and master's degrees in 12
states of the South, and they will appear in the magazine's "Best Colleges 2023"
guidebook in early October.

For more information on Morehead State University and its quality academic programs,
experiential learning, personal student support and affordability that makes it a best
value in higher education, visit www.moreheadstate.edu.
###
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Morehead State mourns the death of Dr. Gary LaFleur
Dr. Gary LaFleur, 71, associate professor of strategic communication at Morehead
State, died Thursday, Sept.8.
LaFleur began his teaching career in 1973 and came to MSU in 1991. Throughout his
career, LaFleur won numerous professional awards and recognitions. He was given the
Kentucky Communication Association's (KCA) Teacher of the Year Award in 2006 and
the KCA Presidential Award for Distinguished Service in 2008. He was also a three-time
winner of the organization's Distinguished Service to the Profession Award, winning
twice in Kentucky and once while teaching at the University of Bridgeport in
Connecticut. He also served as KCA president from 2004-05.
Survivors include his wife, Cathie Long, and children, Aubin (Craig) Whitaker, Alyssa
(Nathan) Marcucci and James (Sheila) LaFleur; his sister, Doreen (Roy) Lapan; his
grandchildren, Danielle, Alayna, Thomas, Frances, John, Louis, and Lucia; and one
niece, Lindsay Lapan.
A gathering of family and friends is Sunday, Sept. 18, at 2 p.m., followed by a time of
sharing at 4 p.m. at the Clark Legacy Center in Frankfort.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests contributions to the MSU Foundation to support
the Dr. Gary LaFleur Scholarship Fund for MSU students studying strategic
communication. Memorial contributions can be mailed to the MSU Foundation, 121 E.
2nd Street, Suite 107, Morehead, KY 40351 or made online at
https://alumni.moreheadstate.edu/LaFleur.
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MSU art professor Lisa Mesa-Gaido receives Al Smith Individual Artist Fellowship
The Kentucky Arts Council (KAC) recently selected Morehead State University
Professor of Art Lisa Mesa-Gaido to receive the KAC Al Smith Individual Art Fellowship
for 2022-23. She was one of five artists in Kentucky to receive a fellowship valued at
$7,500.
The Al Smith Individual Artist Fellowship recognizes the creative excellence of highquality artwork created by professional, established Kentucky artists. Its purpose is to
support these artists in their creative endeavors and careers while growing the Kentucky
visual arts community.
The fellowship program uses a "blind jury" process, and selection is based on the
quality of work samples submitted by artists. Mesa-Gaido was selected to receive a
competitive Kentucky Arts Council Al Smith Fellowship ($7,500) for 2022-23.
Mesa-Gaido said in 1996, the Al Smith Individual Artist Fellowship played an essential
role at the start of her career, and she is grateful for the support she has received from
the KAC for the last three decades.
"The Kentucky Arts Council's support and the resources they make available to artists
are a reason I chose to stay in Kentucky," she said. "Being awarded another Al Smith
Fellowship 26 years later is really meaningful to me at this stage of my career for many
reasons, including how competitive it is and due to the recognition of my work by
professionals in the field. The work currently on display in the Golding-Yang Art Gallery,
which is part of the annual Faculty Exhibition, was created during the summer as part of
this Kentucky Arts Council Fellowship."
Mesa-Gaido will present her work at the Global Appalachia Symposium hosted by the
IKT (the International Association of Curators of Contemporary Art) Kentucky Congress.

It takes place from 1:30-5:45 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17, at the Speed Art Museum at 2035
S. 3rd St., in Louisville.
For more information about programs in Art and Design and the Golding-Yang Art
Gallery, please email arde@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2766.
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Morehead State hosts Constitution Day events
Morehead State's Department of History, Philosophy, Politics, Global Studies and Legal
Studies is sponsoring several events in honor of Constitution Day.
On Thursday, Sept. 15, there will be a reading of the U.S. Constitution at the Little Bell
Tower at 4 p.m. Students, faculty and staff will participate, and the event is free and
open to the public. For more information, contact Dr. Erik Lewis, lecturer of political
science, at e.lewis@moreheadstate.edu.
On Monday, Sept. 19, there will be a panel discussion, "Critical Race Theory and the
Constitution," at 6:30 p.m. in 216 Rader Hall. Panelists will be Dr. Benjamin Fitzpatrick,
assistant professor of history; Dr. Ric Caric, emeritus professor of global studies; Dr.
Jason Holcomb, professor of global studies and Dr. Thomas Kiffmeyer, professor of
history.
On Tuesday, Sept. 20, There will be another panel discussion, "U.S. Supreme Court
Preview and Review," at 6:30 p.m. in 112 Rader Hall. Panelists will be David Grise,
assistant professor of legal studies and Dr. Douglas Mock, assistant professor of
political science.
For more information or to explore programs in the Department of History, Philosophy,
Politics, Global Studies and Legal Studies, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/hpgl email
hpgl@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2655.
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New scholarship fund established for Morehead State Public Radio
A new scholarship to aid students who work or volunteer at Morehead State Public
Radio (MSPR) has been established thanks to a generous contribution of a loyal
listener. The donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, provided $10,000 to the MSU
Foundation to create the fund.
The MSPR Enhancement Fund will provide an annual scholarship to students who are
enrolled full-time and pursuing a degree in convergent media or related field. Preference
is given to students who work or volunteer at MSPR.
Paul Hitchcock, general manager of MSPR, says the scholarship will greatly benefit
students.
"The funds will directly benefit student success, enhancing their ability to study, learn
and apply relevant experience to meet career goals," he said. "Morehead State Public
Radio (WMKY) has a long history of providing hands-on training and experience, getting
students directly involved with all aspects of daily radio operations. We're extremely
grateful for the generosity in establishing this needed scholarship to enhance student
success."
Morehead State Public Radio, 90.3 FM, WMKY, is Morehead State's Public Radio
station. It is a National Public Radio (NPR) affiliate with listeners in Eastern Kentucky,
West Virginia and Southeastern Ohio. To learn more about the station, visit
www.wmky.org.
At Morehead State University, 95% of students receive some form of financial aid. The
MSU Foundation is instrumental in assisting with scholarship support. The Foundation's
endowment, valued at over $70 million, manages nearly 600 funds to support MSU

students. As the University celebrates 100 years as a public institution, the MSU
Foundation is on a mission to grow the endowment to $100 million.
If you're interested in establishing a scholarship or making a planned gift commitment,
contact MSU's Office of Alumni Relations and Development at 606-783-2033, email
giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.
Photo Caption: Students like Caylee Lacey, a sophomore strategic communication
major from Williamstown, receive valuable hands-on experience at Morehead State
Public Radio.
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Pursue your professional aspirations at the Career and Internship Fair
Morehead State University's Career and Internship Fair is an opportunity for students to
make connections and start gaining hands-on experience to launch their careers.
Eagles can gain an advantage in reaching their career goals by attending the Fall
Career and Internship Fair on Wednesday, September 28, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the
ADUC ballrooms. At MSU's fair, you can connect with regional, state-wide and even
out-of-state employers and graduate programs all while learning about full-time and
part-time jobs, internships, co-ops, and graduate schools.
"Employers expect graduates to have hands-on experience in addition to the learning
occurring in the classroom. MSU prioritizes ensuring our students have opportunities to
engage in high-quality experiential opportunities as part of their learning experience.
The career fair is the signature event that connects students to employers and graduate
programs to land internships and co-ops as well as full-time jobs," said Megan Boone,
director of MSU's Center for Career Development and Experiential Education.
It's crucial for first- and second-year students – even freshmen – to make attending a
career fair a priority, as the event is a great way to gain information and advice that will
differentiate you from the competition.
Riley Warner, a junior majoring in horticulture, agronomy and strategic communication,
has taken advantage of the Career and Internship Fair throughout her college career.
"The Career and Internship Fair is a great opportunity to network with employers and
explore the opportunities they are offering," Warner said. "I've been able to make
valuable connections with organizations and businesses that I'm interested in currently
and after graduation. Everyone should attend the fair and take advantage of the
opportunity to explore different options each employer has."

Students should do a bit of preparation to make the most of their time at the Career and
Internship Fair:
•

Dress the part. Make sure to dress professionally, as potential employers will
immediately take you more seriously when you make a solid first impression. If
you need a suit or business jacket, visit the Suit Bank in the MSU's Center for
Career Development and Experiential Education. If you find something you like
that fits, you can have it without charge.

•

Bring copies of your resume and have an introduction prepared that will serve as
what Boone calls your "30-second commercial."

•

Research the companies and schools that will be in attendance and be prepared
with questions to ask them. Kayla Harrison, director of talent management at St.
Claire Healthcare, puts it well: "When you come to the Career and Internship
Fair, have your resume ready in a concise and easy-to-read format. Be prepared
to introduce yourself and have some basic knowledge of our organization. This
allows us to focus the time we have together on getting to know your strengths
and accomplishments. Use the event as a chance to inform yourself, so don't
hesitate to ask the recruiters what they are looking for in an intern or employee.
We are so excited to meet you and learn about you."

•

Expand your network. It is never too early to explore industries and start building
your network. You could be that student who walks out of the Career and
Internship Fair with an offer to interview for a fantastic opportunity that you did
not know existed. Many MSU graduates return to campus to recruit talent and
are eager to assist current students in achieving career goals. "There are many
advantages to attending the fair, from making your name known to employers
and graduate schools in your field to getting comfortable interacting in a
professional setting," Boone said.

Students who attend the Career and Internship Fair will also have the unique
opportunity to receive a free professional headshot that they can use on their LinkedIn
page and other social media accounts. "We want to ensure MSU students have the
resources necessary to build a professional presence online and in person," Boone
said.
Representatives at the fair genuinely want to recruit MSU students for jobs, internships
and graduate schools. Debbie Jones, the owner of Jackson Hewitt Tax Services, said,
"Participating in the Career and Internship Fair gives Jackson Hewitt Tax Service an
opportunity to meet and network with prospective candidates. We are actively recruiting
students to fill internship positions. An internship can provide a plus to include on a

resume, as well as help the student gain practical knowledge for their own personal
benefit going forward."
Lisa Marcum, HR Manager with Baldwin CPAs, said, "We attend the Career and
Internship Fair as it is an opportunity to connect. There is no substitute for an in-person
interaction that allows us to get to know candidates a bit more. We have open internship
positions as well as full-time opportunities. We don't miss a chance to connect with
Morehead State University students."
Take advantage of the MSU Fall Career and Internship Fair, which takes place from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, September 28, in the Adron Doran University Center
(ADUC) ballroom. MSU students and alumni from all majors are encouraged to attend.
Make sure you download the free Symplicity Jobs and Careers app on Google Play and
Apple and find out who you can meet at the fair.
Thanks to MSU's Office of Career Services, Morehead State University students have
access to numerous resources geared toward their success. Visit
https://events.moreheadstate.edu/careers/#!view/all%C2%A0 to see focused on giving
students more helpful tools, knowledge and opportunities.
For more information about MSU Career Services, call 606-783-2233 or visit
www.moreheadstate.edu/career.
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Star Theater celebration set for Oct. 1
Morehead State University's Star Theater has an evening of events planned for
Saturday, Oct. 1, from 5 to 8:30 p.m., to celebrate International Observe the Moon Night
and to recognize the accomplishments of the Space Science Center over the past year.
Activities will include viewing new full-dome planetarium features and short videos on
space exploration, including the Lunar Ice Cube Mission, while enjoying refreshments,
live regional music, local folk art and hands-on science for kids. There will also be a star
party outdoors if the weather permits. Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for kids and
seniors, and free for those under 5 and MSU staff and students.
International Observe the Moon night is a global event where planetariums, schools and
other educational institutions observe and learn about the moon. According to NASA
Science, the event is held in September or October each year when the moon is in its
first quarter phase, the optimal phase for viewing lunar features. So far 1148
observation events are registered with NASA.
The event will also celebrate the upcoming launch of the Lunar IceCube satellite on the
Artemis I mission to the moon, as well as recent upgrades to the Star Theater's dome
and laser systems.
For more information, email star.theater@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-9593.
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Learn more about Morehead State at Open House Oct. 1
Morehead State University provides opportunities for students in the region, state and
beyond through excellent academic programs, hands-on career skills and a
commitment to student success. It is why MSU has been named one of the Top 15 best
public regional universities in the South by U.S. News & World Report.
Future Eagles can learn more about MSU at Open House on Saturday, Oct. 1, at 9 a.m.
in the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC).
By signing up, prospective students and families can:
• Speak with faculty from our academic programs.
• Get guidance from financial aid representatives.
• Learn about advising, tutoring, career planning and other student success
services.
• Eat lunch with students, faculty and staff.
• Take a tour of MSU's campus.
"Our goal is to make it convenient to get answers to questions about starting college by
bringing deans, department chairs and faculty from our academic programs, as well as
staff from admissions, financial aid, housing and many more services, together in one
place," said Holly Pollock, director of undergraduate admissions. "Families will hear
success stories about our graduates and learn some statistics that demonstrate the
academic quality offered at MSU."
For those who apply for admission at Open House, MSU will waive the $30 application
fee. Transcripts and test scores must be turned in at the event to qualify for the fee
waiver.

Attendees at MSU's Open House will receive complimentary tickets to cheer on the
Eagle Football team when they take on Presbyterian College at 1 p.m. in Jayne
Stadium.
MSU's Open House also provides information and a campus tour for high school
students interested in attending the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and
Mathematics. Please indicate your interest in the Craft Academy on your registration
form.
MSU's next Open House event is 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 29. Students and families are
encouraged to register for Open House. To register online, visit
www.moreheadstate.edu/openhouse.
For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/admissions or contact MSU's Office
of Enrollment Services by emailing admissions@moreheadstate.edu or calling 606-7832000 or 800-585-6781.
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MSU earns College of Distinction recognition in multiple categories
Morehead State University's commitment to academic excellence and student success
for every member of the Eagle Nation has led to recognition on a national level.
MSU qualified to be listed in the web resource Colleges of Distinction this year under
multiple categories. The University was designated a College of Distinction in the
following areas for 2022-23:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Public Universities
Kentucky Universities
Business
Education
Nursing
Career Development
Military Support

Created in 2000, Colleges of Distinction helps students and families navigate the
selection process to find the best college for prospective students. Colleges of
Distinction recognize schools prioritizing distinctions like student engagement,
community, teaching and outcomes.
“MSU is notable in a number of ways and we are pleased to earn these distinctive
designations,” said MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan. “This further exhibits our strength
and quality of education for our students.”
In addition to being named a College of Distinction, MSU is also ranked in the Top 15
best public regional universities in the South for 2023 by U.S. News & World Report.
To learn how you can join the Eagle Nation, visit www.moreheadstate.edu.
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Fortune recognizes MSU’s MBA program as one of Most Affordable Online MBAs
in 2022
Fortune Magazine recognized Morehead State University for its academic quality when
it named MSU to its 2022 Best Online MBA (Master of Business Administration)
Program list earlier this year. The popular global business media outlet now recognizes
the same program for its affordability.
Fortune Magazine named MSU to its 25 Most Affordable Online MBAs in 2022 list. It
ranked #18 and is the only public university in Kentucky to make the list.
The rankings come from Fortune Education, which Fortune created to help guide
prospective MBA students to the best institutions offering MBA programs.
"The Smith College of Business and Technology is honored to be selected by Fortune
magazine as one of the most affordable online MBA programs,” said Dr. Sam Stapleton,
MBA program director. “In this time of ever-increasing costs, MSU strives to provide a
rigorous, quality education without creating an excessive financial burden for our
students. We believe that these factors have contributed to the positive status of our
MBA program”.
The MBA program at MSU provides quality educational opportunities in business
entirely online. Its focus and design are for working professionals seeking to improve
their management success.
To learn more about the MBA program at MSU, visit
www.moreheadstate.edu/study/mba or contact the Elmer R. Smith College of Business
and Technology at cbt@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-2174.
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Craft Academy seniors named National Merit Semifinalists
Four seniors at the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics have
been named semifinalists in the National Merit Scholars program.
The students are Landon Hodge of Lexington, Taylor Horsfall of Lexington, Sawyer
Putnam of Lancaster and Miles Saunders of Owingsville.
The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition for recognition
and scholarships that began in 1955. Approximately 1.5 million high school students
enter the program each year. In early September, more than 16,000 students, roughly
one-third of the 50,000 high scorers, were notified that they had qualified as
Semifinalists. Semifinalists are designated on a state-representational basis to ensure
that academically talented young people from all parts of the United States are included
in this talent pool. Semifinalists are the highest-scoring entrants in each state. Finalists
will be notified in February 2023.
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics is a dual-credit
academy for academically exceptional Kentucky students. Craft Academy provides
students with a postsecondary residential experience to complete their junior and senior
high school years by enrolling in college courses.
The Craft Academy's purpose is to meet the unique educational needs of academically
gifted and talented high school juniors and seniors in the Commonwealth. The
academic rigor of the Craft Academy challenges students to excel at their highest level
through project-based STEM+X courses and hands-on learning experiences,
emphasizing innovation, design and creativity, and civic and regional engagement.
For more information about the Craft Academy, email
craftacademy@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2093.
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